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VIDEO 4 
CREATING A LOVE POEM

STANDARDS
Reading, Writing and Critical Thinking

RESEARCH
Theme: Love

“Your task is not to seek for love, but merely to seek and find all barriers within yourself that you have 
built against it.” –Rumi

“Love is the voice under all silences, the hope which has no opposite in fear; the strength so strong mere 
force is feebleness; the truth more first than sun, more last than star.” –e.e. cummings

Reading & Discussion:

“The Quiet World” by Jeffrey McDaniel

In an effort to get people to look 
into each other’s eyes more, 
and also to appease the mutes, 
the government has decided 
to allot each person exactly one hundred 
and sixty-seven words per day.

When the phone rings, I put it to my ear 
without saying hello. In the restaurant 
I point at chicken noodle soup. 
I am adjusting well to the new way.

Late at night, I call my long distance lover, 
proudly say I only used fifty-nine today. 
I saved the rest for you.

When she doesn’t respond, 
I know she’s used up all her words, 
so I slowly whisper I love you 
thirty-two and a third times. 
After that, we just sit on the line 
and listen to each other breathe.
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PRACTICAL & APPLICABLE STRATEGIES
Conversation / Discussion

Is love a feeling or an action? (Or both?)

Have you ever sat on the phone in silence with another person on the line?

Silence can mean different things in different situations. What is your favorite kind of silence? 
What is your least favorite kind of silence?

Write Now

Create three lists of three:

• Three things you love

• Three people you love

• Three things you love about yourself

Create

A 30-Word Love Poem - Write a love poem for something you love, someone using exactly 30 
words (no more no less) – without using the words “love” or “I.”

ADDITIONAL TOOLS FOR IMPLEMENTATION
“The Quiet World” – By Jeffery McDaniel. Pencils and Paper

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
“The Burning River” - Street Poets Inc. Poetry Anthology

TEACHER REFLECTION GUIDING QUESTIONS
Share back

Invite students to share their poems out loud and/or share from their lists of things that they love.
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Your Support Pack Includes:

TOOLS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

• The Burning River 
Poems of Pandemic & Protest

• Daily Poetry Journal 
35 fun-to-read poems with 
activities for each poem.

• 12-Color Box of Pencils 
300 pencils

• Sketch Paper Pad 
9” x 12”


